
Organized by the Regional Council  of Brittany, the General Council
of Finistère and the NEA2 partners, the European Conference "Ma-
rine Leisure in the Atlantic Area” wil l  take place on October 26th
and 27th 2011 in Brest.  
This remarkable 25 000 ki lometre- long coast l ine, which has marked the
ident i ty,  the cul ture and the act iv i t ies of  the At lant ic regions of  Europe,
is ever more highly coveted.  “The last  area of  publ ic  property on the
planet, the coast has become the ult imate Far West and because of this
raises a growing number of issues,” analyzes geographer Yves Lebahy.
The mar ine le isure sector,  organized around three poles which are
complementary – regulated act iv i t ies ,  bus inesses in  the indust r ia l ,
commerc ia l  and serv ice sectors ,  and the mar inas – is  one of  these
major stakes.  I t  represents 100 000 jobs on the At lant ic  coast  of  Eu-
rope. To promote the development of  a sustainable marine le isure sec-
tor  on the At lant ic  coast ,  23 par tners have,  for  the last  three years,
been work ing on the “Mar ine Leisure in  the At lant ic  Area”  2 network
(NEA2),  a European project  which a ims to re inforce cooperat ion and
carry out  a number of  t ransnat ional  events focusing on economic de-
velopment ,  env i ronmenta l  protect ion and soc ia l  cohesion.  NEA2 has
fol lowed on from the Interreg I I IB Marine Leisure in the At lant ic Area
pro ject  which f rom 2004 to  2007 marshal led 11 par tners around the
theme of naut ical  tour ism. At a t ime when the European Union is deve-
loping i ts Integrated Mari t ime Pol icy for regional sea basins and is dra-
wing up a communicat ion on i ts  At lant ic  Mar i t ime Strategy for  the
autumn of  2011,  these two innovat ive exper iences provide a new im-
petus for  development in the marine le isure sector.  Supported by the
At lant ic Arc Commission of  the CPMR (Conference of  Per ipheral  Mari-
t ime Regions of  Europe),  and looked upon very favourably by the Eu-
ropean Commiss ioner  for  Mar i t ime Affa i rs  and f isher ies,  the "Mar ine
Leisure in the At lant ic Area" conference wi l l  gather 300 European par-
t ic ipants in Brest on October 26th and 27th 2011. I t  wi l l  be an occasion
to under l ine the importance of  the At lant ic  mar ine le isure sector  and
for i t  to become an internat ional  point  of  reference .  
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The 8th Plenary Meeting of NEA2 partners took place at the Hôtel  de Région

des Pays de la Loire in Nantes.  The f i rst  day was given over to social  and

environmental  themes and emphasized the qual i ty of  the work accompl ished

in both common and local events: inventory of the si tes and equipment adap-

ted for those with disabi l i t ies,  discovery by job seekers of  jobs in the marine

leisure sector,  social ly inclusive naut ical  events,  promot ion of  environmen-

ta l ly  f r iendly por ts ,  guide for  eco-management of  mar inas,  etc.  The in i t ia-

t ives abound.  The second day was marked by f ru i t fu l  exchanges between

Luis Cuervo from the Directorate General of Marit ime Affairs of the European

Commission and members of  the NEA2 network.  The lat ter  la id out their  v i -

s ion for  the future and announced their  desire to develop an integrated pro-

ject  over  the long term.  A chal lenge to  be taken up in  October,  in  Brest ,

dur ing the European Conference "Marine Leisure in the At lant ic Area."  The

next  p lenary meet ing wi l l  take p lace in  Vi l lagarc ia  de Arousa,  Gal ic ia ,  on

June 28th and 29th.

1st European Conference "Nautisme Espace Atlantique" (Marine

Leisure in the Atlantic Area) - 26 & 27 October 2011 - BREST

8th Plenary Meeting of NEA2 partners

23-24 March 2011 - NANTES

European conference "Nautisme Espace
Atlantique"
Challenges and opportunities for sus-
tainable development of the marine lei-
sure sector in the Atlantic regions.
26-27 October 2011 at the Le Quartz
Conference Centre in Brest (France)
www.nea2.eu; conference@nea2.eu
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GALICIA- Maritime Heritage 

“Heritage boats: navigating through a sea of doubt" 

The superb Museo do Mar de Galicia, in Vigo, highlights the close
relationship which has existed since Antiquity between Galicians
and the sea. Galicia has 53 associations for the preservation of
its nautical heritage, almost 300 traditional boats and 22 shi-
pyards for wooden boats representing 150 jobs. Organized by the
Xunta de Galicia’s Conselleria do Mar, the conference “Heritage
Boats: navigating through a sea of doubt," which took place in
Galicia on 25th February 2011, identified the threats to Galicia’s
maritime heritage. “The idea that maritime cultural heritage is,
like the natural heritage, an element essential to the development
of coastal areas, is an idea that is beginning to make inroads,"
say the geographers Françoise Péron and Guillaume Marie. Whe-
ther it involves constructed, floating or intangible things, maritime
heritage is one of the themes of the NEA2 project. 70 represen-
tatives of associations, of shipyards for wooden boats and of or-
ganisations for safeguarding Galicia’s heritage took part in this
meeting. Representatives from the NEA2 project, the Portuguese
government’s Directorate General of the Merchant Navy, from the
Xunta de Galicia’s General Secretariat for the protection of cul-
tural heritage, the heads of maritime museums in Vigo and in Bar-
celona, FRCPM Bretagne (the regional federation for maritime
culture and heritage in Brittany), the Dorna project, all took part.
Catalans and Bretons in particular spoke about their respective
experiences in this field.

For more information see:
Interactive map on the NEA2 site / presentation of Galician
heritage boats under commercial exploitation 

Organized th is  year  f rom July  23rd to  28th 2011,  in

North Devon, two hours from Plymouth, the Atlant ic Wa-

tersports Games wi l l  include two new sports:  k i te surf

and surf  l i fe saving. The sport ing showcase for the ma-

r ine and le isure sector,  th is annual  meet ing of  the best

r is ing ta lents in compet i t ive water sports in the At lan-

t ic Area attracts between 350 and 500 competi tors each

year and draws a huge number of  spectators (85 000 in

Cantabr ia in 2010).  North Devon is organizing an event

which wi l l  promote the beauty of  i ts  superb landscape

as wel l  as i ts businesses and fr iendly community.  Fes-

t iv i t ies on land wi l l  be in fu l l  swing, concerts as wel l  as

other cul tural  act iv i t ies,  but  on the water the compet i -

t ion wi l l  be f ierce.  Who wi l l  succeed Br i t tany in the l is t

of  winning regions? 

Bideford:  Games Vi l lage, Olympic rowing, sea rowing,

sea kayaking

Croyde: surf  and surf  kayaking

Saunton: surf  l i fe saving

Westward Ho!:  k i te surf ing

Roadford Lake: sai l ing

Atlantic Watersports Games in North Devon

23rd – 28th July 2011  

www.northdevon.com/atlanticgames

info@northdevonplus.co.uk

www.jniea.eu
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Marine archaeology and marine leisure, restructuring of nautical buil-
dings, youth exchanges, development of marine leisure in the Mid-West,
Sail West project, prospects for development on Strangford lake. When
the development of coastal and internal waterways is broached, various
environmental, economic and social questions arise. This was the es-
sence of the discussions at the conference organized by Ards Borough
Council, in cooperation with NEA2, on June 8th and 9th 2011, in Porta-
ferry, Ireland (see Web site www.nea2.eu) 

Add together a cork and polyester double, or sandwich skin, hull, an electric 4 KW

motor, excellent gliding capacity, remarkable manoeuvrability, and you have the

Costo. This electrically powered boat destined for the supervision of light nautical ac-

tivities was designed by the E3H shipyard in Brittany, at the initiative of Nautisme en

Finistère and of Nautisme en Bretagne. The French Yachting Federation found the

prototype very appealing and joined the initial team. 10 water sports centres will trial

the boat this summer.With Catherine Chabaud, famous ocean racing navigator, as

one of its sponsors, the Costo was unveiled on the FYF stand at the Paris Interna-

tional Boat Show. This new product of the NEA2 project, which will enhance and

encourage modern and responsible navigation, will be marketed in Europe from

summer 2011...    

www.e3h.fr ; contact@e3h.fr

During the European Maritime Day, eight events supported within the NEA 2

project were awarded with the label ‘EMD Local Events’.  

Luso galaico 2011 (Norte Portugal)

Regata pirilampo magico (Norte Portugal)

Feria nautica deportiva (Huelva)

Un mar de cosas (Galicia)

Fête du nautisme (Bretagne)

Le défi de la Baule (Pays de la Loire)

Normandy Channel Race (Basse Normandie)

Captain’s run (Mid-West Ireland)

In Brittany, marine leisure and nautical tourism represent about 450
nautical centres, mainly run by associations, 500 000 active follo-
wers, and nearly 2000 jobs. 200 professionals working in the marine
leisure and nautical tourism sectors in Brittany met in Brest on Fe-
bruary 18th 2011 for the second Marine Leisure in Brittany Day
which is supported by NEA2. Three new activities, much vaunted by
tourists, were presented on this occasion: stand up paddle, surf life
saving, and aquatic walking. Public demand is evolving fast at pre-
sent. More facilities, more rapid access, more pleasure and convi-
viality, more discovery of the local environment and local heritage.
The marine leisure and tourism sector in Brittany needs to resolu-
tely meet these needs. Another change of the times: finance from
the public sector is dwindling. Public bodies will henceforth be gi-
ving priority to innovation and to the development of greater poten-
tial. Conscious of this new context, the marine leisure centres in the
region, often run by non-profit associations, are intensifying their
adaptive capacity.

BRITTANY: 6 million tourists want to "go on the water"!

IRELAND: All Island Marine leisure tourism for the entire island

8th -9th June 2011 

8 NEA2 events were designated Local Events as part of the 

European Maritime Day

The Costo, an electric boat for the 21st century 

More information on:http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/maritimeday/events/events_europe_en.htm
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Surf the interactive maps 
The interactive maps on the NEA2 Web site list the structures around

the Atlantic coast which offer navigation on heritage boats, the Atlantic

Nautical Outings and Excursions, the sites and equipment adapted to

those with disabilities, clean ports, etc. 

AEP, the Portuguese Business Association and the Associação Oceano XXI

- Knowledge and Sea Economy Cluster are organising the Sea Forum, in

Matosinhos, from June 16th to 19th 2011. This event is open to trade pro-

fessionals from the various sectors of the maritime economy, the scientific

community and the general public, with the aim of contributing to the deve-

lopment of the maritime economy, and of raising public awareness as to the

benefits that can be obtained from the sustainable exploration of marine re-

sources. Conferences, debates and activities will take place during this ma-

ritime trade fair. Intercéltica, which has recently launched an original

campaign to raise environmental awareness by associating top level sports

people, will be in charge of water sports.

As part of the NEA2 programme, nine Atlantic Nautical Outings and Excur-

sions have been approved by Manche Tourisme, the Manche Tourist office:

en route for the Chausey archipelago (Channel Islands) on board an old sai-

ling ship, the “Charles Marie”; a gourmet excursion leaving from the Granville

marina on board the yacht "Mangrove"; exploring the Sélune, the coastal

river flowing into the bay of Mount St Michael, by canoe. A different way of

exploring the landscape, maritime or river heritage while appreciating the

pleasure of gliding peacefully along under sail or by paddling. A nautical as-

sistant will ensure the safety and interest of the excursion. 

The Cornwall Marine Academy (CMA) is part of the Cornwall Marine

Network dedicated to growth in the maritime sector. Cornwall has a

superb coastline but the lack of public transport is such that in the

most remote inland areas, 50% of young people have never been to

the beach. Thanks to an NEA2 programme, hundreds of youngsters

under the age of 16 have been able to get a taste of water sports. They

have also been able to grasp the possibilities of the professional out-

lets in this sector. On their return from the Academy, teachers noted

that their pupils showed a considerable increase in motivation and

self-confidence, as well as a reinforcement of self-esteem.     

www.nea2.eu/fr/map/38/

Port de plaisance Ayamonte

www.cornwallmarine.net

www.manchenautisme.com

CORNWALL: training et insertion of young people 

PORTUGAL: Sea Forum 

16th – 19th June 2011 

MANCHE: Nautical Outings and Excursions 

Contacts

Lead Partner : Conseil Régional de Bretagne
Anne-Marie Hodemon : 
anne-marie.hodemon@region-bretagne.fr
Céline Duhamel : 
celine.duhamel@region-bretagne.fr
www.region-bretagne.fr

Technical Coordination : Nautisme en Bretagne
François Arbellot : francois.arbellot@nea2.eu
www.nea2.eu

Environment Coordination: Intercéltica
Joăo Zamith : joao.zamith@interceltica.org
Rui Dias : rui.dias@interceltica.org
www.interceltica.org

Social Coordination : Conseil général du Finistère et Nau-
tisme en Finistère
Delphine Glais : delphine.glais@cg29.fr
Vincent Mazure : vincent@voile-bretagne.com
www.cg29.fr ; www.nautisme-finistere.com

Economic Coordination : Cornwall Council
Alex Lake : www.cornwall.gov.uk
alex.lake@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk

Project NEA2 : www.nea2.eu

Programme Interreg Espace 

Atlantique

Comité de Rédaction de la

Newsletter :  

Chloé Batissou, François Arbellot

Maquettage

Johanna Rialet


